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Mission Statement of
Apostles Evangelical Lutheran Church & Preschool
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

As God'’s disciples, we the men, women and children of

Apostles, are united in the preaching, teaching and sharing of
God’s Word in its truth and purity. By God’s grace, we will

nurture believers and joyfully spread the Word of God in our

community and throughout the world, all to His glory.
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JESUS REVEALED THROUGH THE WORD

Second Sunday after Christmas
January 8, 2012

Prayer before Worship

May we in faith its message learn nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess and praise the Lord, our righteousness.

Dearest Jesus, you are the Word of life. Strengthen my faith in you
through the power of the Spirit working through the Gospel. Amen.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
Service of the Word

OPENING HYMN All Praise to God Who Reigns Above
(Hymn 236)

please stand

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against you and do not de-
serve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Sav-
ior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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8:00 - PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.

P:  Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the
Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of
our faith shine in all that we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

please be seated

10:30 - INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Trey Adkins Ken Nichols Sid Syverson
Jim Cooper Kirk Cooper Karl Wenz
Brain Fennern

FIRST LESSON Micah 5:2-5

2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me

one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,

from ancient times."
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3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned

until the time when she who is in labor gives birth
and the rest of his brothers return

to join the Israelites.

4 He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
5 And he will be their peace.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our
God. Alleluia.

ALLELUIA RESPONSE
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SECOND LESSON Hebrews 2:10-18

10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author
of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 Both the one who
makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same fam-

(continued on next page)
5



ily. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says,

"I will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation | will sing your
praises."

13 And again,
"I will put my trust in him."
And again he says,
"Here am I, and the children God has given me."

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the
power of death — that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely
it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. 17 For this
reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service
to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the peo-
ple. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.

HYMN OF THE DAY Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
(Hymn 34)

THE SERMON ~ John 7:40-43 ~

CHOOSE CAREFULLY YOUR CROWD
I. Choose the Word over emotions
I1. Choose Jesus over acceptance

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, "Surely this man is
the Prophet.”

41 Others said, "He is the Christ."

Still others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? 42 Does not
the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and
from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" 43 Thus the people
were divided because of Jesus.

please stand



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven.
And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

please be seated
OFFERING
Our offerings are the way we give thanks to God for his grace to us, as

well as the way we support the spread of the Gospel. Guests need not
feel obligated to contribute.

please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

(continued on next page)



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P: Brothers and sisters go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and < give you peace.
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C: A-men. A - men. A men.

please be seated

CLOSING HYMN Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
(Hymn 42)
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